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TMC MP Kalyan falls prey 
to cyber fraud, loses `55L

DIGI SCAM | The picture and mobile number of the four-time 
Lok Sabha member were used in conducting that forgery 

IANS 
KOLKATA 

Four-time Trinamool Con-
gress Lok Sabha member, Ka-
lyan Banerjee, reportedly lost 
Rs 55 lakh in an online finan-
cial fraud in West Bengal. 

According to Banerjee, 
former Trinamool Congress' 
chief whip in Lok Sabha, he 
had a bank account with State 
Bank of India (SBI), where his 
salary as a member of West 
Bengal Assembly was 
credited in the period be-
tween 2001 and 2006, when he 
was a Trinamool Congress 
legislator from Asansol (Dak-

shin) constituency, which was 
then a part of undivided 
Burdwan district and now a 
part of West Burdwan district. 

The account had become 
dormant due to inactivity for 
a long period. 

However, recently it 
came to his notice 
that an amount of 
Rs 55 lakh was 
first transferred 
to that dormant 
account from his 
personal account 
with the Kalighat 
branch of SBI, and 
subsequently that 
entire amount of Rs 

55 lakh was debited from that 
dormant account. 

He immediately contacted 
the SBI authorities, and the 
latter had already filed a com-
plaint on this count with the 
cybercrime division of Kol-

kata Police. The police 
had already 

started an in-
vestigation 
into the 
matter. 

"The en-
tire matter 
is being in-

vestigated 
thoroughly. 

Bank officials 

are also being contacted. At-
tempts are being made to 
track the fraudsters. At the 
same time, the bank auth-
orities are also investigating 
whether there was any lapse 
on their part as well," con-
firmed an official of the city 
police. 

However, Banerjee himself 
has refrained from making 
any comment to the media 
persons on this issue. 

"However, Banerjee is quite 
hopeful of the cops solving the 
case at the earliest and getting 
his money back," said a Trina-
mool Congress leader close to 
Banerjee. 

Gurugram:  
Ex-serviceman 
shoots self, 
leaves Rs 1 lakh 
cash, note 

 
PTI 
GURUGRAM 

A retired Army man, after 
withdrawing money from the 
bank where he worked as a 
security guard, shot himself 
dead with his licensed re-
volver, leaving a suicide note 
and a bag with Rs 1 lakh, po-
lice here said on Friday. 

According to the police, the 
three-line suicide note read: 
"Ram Ram (Greetings) to all, 
those who were unhappy with 
me, be happy now." Ashok 
Kumar (55), a resident of 
Teekli village, had been a se-
curity guard at Sarv Haryana 
Gramin Bank in South City-2 
under the sector 50 police sta-
tion area for about 7-8 years, 
but was unemployed for more 
than a year. 

Initial investigation re-
vealed that Kumar reached 
the bank at around 10 am on 
Thursday after lying to his 
wife that he had received a job 
offer and was going for an in-
terview, the police said. 

Kumar shot himself with 
his licensed .32-bore re-
volver at around 4.30 pm. 
The weapon was recovered 
from the spot with five car-
tridges and an empty shell, 
they said. 

A senior investigating of-
ficer said that they are also 
determining any harass-
ment angle. Kumar is sur-
vived by his wife and two 
sons. The elder son is a con-
stable in the Haryana Police, 
the officer added. 

Haryana cop 
beaten to death 
outside home in 
Hisar; 5 held 
PTI 
HISAR 

A 57-year-old Haryana Police 
sub-inspector was allegedly 
beaten to death after he tried 
to stop a group of people from 
creating a ruckus outside his 
house here, police said on Fri-
day. The incident occurred 
around 11 pm on Thursday. 

Sub-Inspector Ramesh 
Kumar was beaten to death 
with bricks and sticks in the 
Dhani Shyam Lal area, police 
said. Superintendent of Police 
Shashank Kumar Sawan said 
the group left the place after 
Kumar's upbraiding, but it re-
turned and attacked him with 
bricks, wounding him fatally 
in the head. 

Police have booked 10 
people in connection with the 
killing, and arrested five. 

The SP said the attackers 
lived in the same neighbour-
hood. The police have seized a 
car and a scooter used by the 
accused. 

Kumar was posted at the 
office of the Additional Direc-
tor General of Police and was 
set to retire in January. 

He is survived by two 
daughters and a son, SP said. 

Raj to conduct 
eye test 
campaign for all 
drivers above 
the age of 45 
Manish Godha 
JAIPUR  

Following a series of fatal road 
accidents in Rajasthan over 
the past month, the state gov-
ernment has announced a set 
of measures ranging from 
compulsory eye tests for 
drivers above the age of 45 to 
stringent action in cases of 
drunk driving. 

An order issued by the state 
Home Department has as-
signed specific responsibilities 
to the concerned depart-
ments to ensure the effective 
implementation of these road 
safety measures. 

The Health 
Department 
has been di-
rected to con-
duct a 
month-long 
eye-test ing 
campaign for 
drivers above 
45 years of 
age and to 
take strict ac-
tion against 
d o c t o r s 
found issuing 
false vision 
certificates to 
drivers.In ad-
dition, a lane-
d r i v i n g 
system will 
be imple-
mented on all 
six-lane high-
ways. The po-
lice have 
been desig-
nated as the 
nodal agency 
and field co-
ordinator for 
the road 
safety cam-
paign. 

CBI registers FIR against ex-DGP 
Mustafa, family in son’s death case 

HC orders ban on chemical 
kumkum, plastic shampoo 
sachets at Sabarimala 

Zubeen death: 
Singer's ex  
manager appears 
before SIT 
IANS 
GUWAHATI 

Nearly 50 days after the 
sudden demise of singer 
Zubeen Garg, his former 
longtime manager, Tar-
same Mittal, appeared be-
fore the SIT, constituted by 
CID officials in Guwahati, 
on Friday to record his 
statement.  

Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) on Thursday regis-
tered an FIR against Punjab’s 
former DGP Mohammad Mus-
tafa, his wife and former three-
time Congress MLA Razia 
Sultana, as well as his daughter 
and daughter-in-law, in connec-
tion with the alleged ‘murder’ of 
his son, Aqil. 

Aqil, 35, was found dead 

under suspicious circumstances 
at his residence in Sector 4, 
Mansa Devi Complex, Panch-
kula, near here, on October 16 
last year. 

The case was registered on 
the basis of a complaint by one 
Shamshudeen Chaudhary of 
Malerkotla, who referred to a 
video posted by Aqil on social 
media on August 27 last year. In 
the video, Aqil alleged that he 
had strained relations with his 
family and feared for his safety. 

He also accused his family 
members of conspiring to kill 
him or implicate him in a false 
case. 

Aqil was found unconscious 
at his residence and was taken 
to the General Hospital, Sector 
6, Panchkula, where he was de-
clared brought dead. While his 
family claimed he had died of a 
drug overdose, his body was re-
leased after autopsy for crema-
tion at the family’s native village 
in Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh. 

IANS 
KOCHI 

The Kerala High Court on Fri-
day directed the Travancore 
Devaswom Board (TDB) to 
take immediate steps to ban 
the sale of chemical kumkum 
at Sabarimala, citing concerns 
over environmental degrada-
tion during the annual pil-
grimage season, all set to 
begin on November 17.  

A division bench of Jus-
tices Raja Vijayaraghavan 
and K.V. Jayakumar issued 
the directive while hearing a 
suo motu case based on a re-
port by the Special Commis-
sioner on facilities for 
pilgrims at 'edathavalams' 
(resting places) during the 
Mandalam–Makaravilakku 
season of 2025–26. 

The court noted that its 
earlier order on October 16 

had directed the TDB, the In-
dian Railways, and the Dis-
trict Tourism Promotion 
Council, Kottayam, to main-
tain hygiene, sanitation, 
food, and drinking water fa-
cilities at these resting 
centres. 

It had also expressed 
concern over pilgrims using 
shampoos in plastic sachets 
and discarding them near 
streams in Erumeli, causing 
pollution. 

The court had then in-
structed the Kottayam dis-
trict administration to 
enforce a ban on plastic 
sachets in the area. 

Gadkari announces `1K-cr addl 
road devpt package for Odisha 
IANS / BHUBANESWAR 

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari on Friday inaugurated 
the 84th Annual Session of the 
Indian Roads Congress (IRC) in 
Bhubaneswar and announced 
an additional Rs 1,000 crore 
road development package for 
Odisha.  Speaking to the 
mediapersons, Nitin Gadkari 
said: "The funds sanctioned for 
Odisha will be provided di-
rectly to the State Government. 
We have already approved sev-
eral road projects in the state, 

and an additional Rs 1,000 
crore has been allocated." 

He said that three previously 
approved road packages are 
being expedited, and the Go-

palpur–Puri coastal road pro-
ject, which faced delays due to 
environmental clearances, will 
soon resume after necessary 
modifications. 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari and Odisha CM Mohan 
Charan Majhi during 84th Annual Session of the Indian 
Roads Congress (IRC), in Bhubaneswar on Friday


